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Technophobia 4: Massive Quizbowl Overdose 
Tossups by Berkeley A (Jeff Good, Nick Meyer, Andy Penner, Mike Usher) 

1. A Guggenheim fellow during one point of his career, his collections include Angle of Geese and Other 
Poems, and The Gourd Dancer. Now teaching at the University of Arizona, one of his better known 
works depicts the 18th century migration of the Kiowa to the Great Plains. For 10 points--name this 
Stanford educated author of The Way To Rainy Mountain, who also won a Pulitzer Prize for his story 
of a Native American World War II veteran, House Made of Dawn. 

answer: N( avarre) Scott Momaday 

2. The first to be developed were red, green ones came later, and, in the 1980's they fust started appearing 
in blue. Their basic structure consists of a die and a lead frame which are surrounded by epoxy. The dies 
of the first commercially successful ones made use of gallium, arsenic, and phosphorus. They are 
essentially p-njunction semiconductors that luminesce when current passes through them. For 10 points
-name these devices that are commonly used to indicate if something is on or off. 

answer: 1ight !;;mitting Diodes 

3. Around 10,000 to 12,000 years ago, this species suffered a drastic near-extinction; its population fell to 
as low as ten--or perhaps even two--individuals. As a result, its members are all very closely related, 
which may limit their ability to survive changing conditions. They are fairly shy for predators, probably 
due to their small size, which is offset by their enlarged nasal passages, powerful limbs, and strangely 
supple spine, which combine to give--for 10 points--what big cat incredible speeds of up to 65 miles per 
hour? 

answer: cheetah 

4. One of the most linguistically diverse areas in the world, the name of this group of mountains is thought to 
be derived from Hittite. There are two ranges--the Greater and the Lesser--and their highest peak is 
Mount Elbrus, and the Greeks believed that both Prometheus and the Golden Fleece were located within 
them. For 10 points--name these mountains which have traditionally been part of the southern line 
dividing Europe from Asia. 

answer: Caucasus 

5. It developed independently in Europe and in Meso-America. The Meso-American kind is first found 
after A.D. 1000 and contains pictographs and ideograms. Its development in Europe is tied to 
production oflong Christian texts and increased availability of parchment, and it replaced papyrus scrolls 
as early as the fourth century AD. For 10 points--name this type of manuscript which was the first to 
consist of written pages stitched together on one side. 

answer: codex 

6. He enrolled at the age offifteen at the University of Chicago, where he studied mathematics and 
philosophy, graduating in 1956. He went on to Juilliard to study composition, and studied under Nadia 
Boulanger in Paris. While there, he met Ravi Shankar who was to have a major effect on his music. For 
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10 points--name this composer of monotonous and repetitive music who is famous for such works as 
Akhnaten, Satyaghara, and Einstein on the Beach. 

answer: Phillip Glass 

7. Most languages have at least three, but some dialects of Berber may have only one. Back ones tend to 
be rounded and front ones unrounded, and you can't have a diphthong without one. Usually 
accompanied by voicing, they result when the flow of air from the lungs through the mouth is relatively 
unobstructed. For 10 points--name these speech sounds, represented in English spelling sometimes with 
"y" but more often with "a", "e", "i", "0", and "u". 

answer: vowels 

8. In this work, the composer withholds the timpani until the fourth movement, identifying them solely with 
the representation of thunder. In addition to its common name, the author inscribed "Or a Remembrance 
of Life in the Countryside" when he submitted it for printing. It was also called the Characteristic 
Symphony before its first performance in 1808. For 10 points--name this work, opus 68 by Ludwig von 
Beethoven. 

answer: Pastoral Symphony or Symphony no. Q in F major 

9. In this novel, the firm Films Par Excellence, headed by Joseph Bloeckman, makes a movie out of The 
Demon Lover, the first novel of Dick Caramel, a friend of the protagonist. The main character's wife, the 
former Gloria Gilbert, later attends a screentest with Bloeckman in an effort to relieve the economic 
problems she and her husband have faced since his grandfather Adam, a prohibitionist, wrote him out of 
his will. For 10 points--name this novel dealing with the downfall of Anthony Patch, the second novel of 
F. Scott Fitzgerald. 

answer: The Beautiful and Damned 

10. One piece of American legislation by this name was passed in 1918. It included a provision banning the 
display of foreign flags, and was one of two acts whose constitutionality was examined in the case 
Schenck v. US. An earlier act bearing this name led to the arrest of newspaper editor Thomas Cooper 
for his support of the Republican Party, but was repealed in 1801 thanks in part to the Kentucky and 
Virginia Resolutions. For 10 points--name this 1798 act which, along with three Alien Acts, raised 
sentiment against President John Adams. 

answer: Sedition Act 

11. Begun as an antidote to its author's boredom while he was living in Tolouse, it addresses the struggle 
between passion and impartiality, much like its author's previous work, The Theory of Moral 
Sentiments. Book III identifies the four main stages of social organization, corresponding to hunting, 
pastoralism, feudalism, and commercial interdependence, and argues that, since the feudal stage is no 
more, institutions such as guild-determined wages and government-constrained enterprise should be 
eliminated. For 10 points--name this book, which proposes replacing mercantilist institutions by an 
invisible hand, written by Adam Smith. 

answer: An Inquiry into the Nature and Causes of the Wealth of Nations 
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12. Notable modifications to this musical instnunent have been made by Heinrich Band and the French 
manufacturer Busson.1t was invented in the 1820s by either Friedrich Buschmann, who called his 
instnunent the Handaoline, or Cyril Demian. It can have a range of up to eight octaves, and the "double
action" variety often makes use of couplers which activate extra sets of free reeds inside the casing. For 
1 a points--name this relative of the concertina, a staple of polka and tango which uses a hand-operated 
bellows. 

answer: accordion 

13. 581 of them are alive at the novel's end, down from an initial count of 1001, at which point they are all 
sterilized and sperectomized--drained of all hope. Each has a miraculous gift, such as time travel, the 
ability to change gender at will, or, as in the case of the narrator, telepathy. The narrator lives in fear of 
being murdered by the man with whom he was switched at their August 15, 1947 birth. For 10 points-
name this Booker Prize-winning novel by Salman Rushdie. 

answer: Midnight's Children 

14. Respect for this principle is the root of such customs as not eating or drinking after dark, and the 
principle must be respected more strongly by those who have taken the mahavrata rather than the 
anuvrata. Developed by a man who wandered around naked and meditated for 12 years during the 
sixth century B.C.E., it was extended into the political sphere as satyagraha by Gandhi in the early 20th 
century. For 10 points--name this principle of non-injury toward all living substances, the fimdamental 
ethical virtue of J ainism. 

answer: ahimsa 

15. This man's name is associated with a formula which states that the differential cross section is 
proportional to the fourth power of the cosecant of half the scattering angle for scattering from a repulsive 
inverse-square law force. He derived that formula in order to explain the results of an experiment done 
by two of his students, Marsden and Geiger, in 1911, involving gold foil and alpha particles. For 10 
points--name this New Zealand-born physicist credited with the discovery of the nucleus. 

answer: Ernest Rutherford 

16. This show won an Emmy in 1977, and its British born host won an Emmy a year later for his work on 
the show. It debuted on July 12, 1976 on ABC, and the first question asked was "Name a famous 
George." It has also appeared on CBS and in syndication, and its most recent run started in September 
with its third host. A good answer will earn you 1 a points--but no fast money--for naming this Mark 
Goodson game show now hosted by comedian Louie Anderson. 

answer: Family Feud (prompt on "The Feud") 

17. He was a national hero, so he was sent back to his home country for burial; unfortunately, there was no 
refrigeration at the time, so his body was stuck in a cask of brandy. His uncle opined that his head would 
be knocked offby a cannonball the first time he went into action. Indeed, he was often hurt, losing an 
eye at Calvi in 1794 and his arm below the elbow in 1797. For 10 points--what British admiral was 
successful in battles such as St. Vincent, Copenhagen, the Nile, and, of course, Trafalgar, where he was 
killed? 
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answer: Lord Horatio Nelson 

18. On December 29, 1998, in a game against Texas, this team collected not a single offensive rebOlUld-
and yet they won the game, with the final nail in the coffin being a three-pointer by Gabe Lewullis. 
Lewullis also made the most important shot in this school's recent history, a backdoor layup that 
provided the final points in a 43-41 victory over defending champion UCLA in the fIrst rolllld of the 
1996 NCAA tourney. For 10 points--name this team now coached by Bill Carmody, a perennial Ivy 
League power. 

answer: Princeton Tigers 

19. His analyses ofWittgenstein's Tractatus-Logico-Philosophicus were considered brilliant. His papers on 
taxation and saving are still :fundamental reading in economics. His contribution to math consisted of only 
one eight-page paper, but the theorem contained within has kept mathematicians busy for decades. And 
this student of Russell at Cambridge did all of this before dying at age 26 in 1930. For 10 points--name 
this man, whose contribution to combinatorics lay in generalizing the "party problem": that among six 
people, there will be either three mutual friends or three mutual enemies. 

answer: Frank Plumpton Ramsey 

20. They originated during the reign of caliph al-Mutasim, and their most successful leaders included 
Baybars I and aI-Malik an-Nasir. Their decline began with the accession of the Circassian sultan Barquq 
i11382. Although they were conquered by the Ottomans in 1517, they retained important positions in 
the military and by the end of the 18th century held virtual control over the government. For 10 points-
name this class of slave soldiers finally put down by Muhammad Ali in 1811. 

answer: Mamluks 

21. Assuming that a satellite has both zero tensile strength and the same density as its primary, this value is 
approximately 2.4 times the radius of the primary. In general, this is defined to be the minimum distance 
at which a satellite can remain in equilibrium lUlder the influence of both its own gravity and that of its 
primary; if a satellite strays inside, it might break apart. For 10 points--name this limiting distance, a 
violation of which may have formed Saturn's rings. 

answer: Roche limit 

22. This fan of the Boston Red Sox was also a specialist in comparative literature. He taught at Princeton for 
a couple of years before moving on to Yale, where he would eventually become the YOlUlgest man to 
hold the office of university president. Though he has now been dead for ten years, his name has 
reappeared in the news with the resurfacing of a scandal during the W orId Series. For 10 points--name 
this commissioner of Major League Baseball who ruled that a lifetime ban be imposed on Pete Rose. 

answer: A(ngelo) Bartlett Giamatti 

Tiebreaker question 

23. To our knowledge, Jackson Pollock never went by the name "Cody," nor did Edouard Manet ever go 
by "Paris"; however this Italian baroque painter took his professional name from the Lombardy hill town 
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where he was born. Originally born Michelangelo Merisi in 1573, perhaps this mannerist expert of genre 
paintings had reason to be shifty, as he was often arrested and imprisioned, and was even charged for 
murder in 1606. For 10 points--name this painter whose works include The Flage llation of Christ and 
The Calling of Saint Matthew. 

answer: Caravaggio (accept Merisi before his name is mentioned) 
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1. Haven't you always wanted to rearrange the letters on your local cinema marquee? Given the 
rearrangement, name the movie for 10 points each: 

A. The title of this recent movie about boys experimenting with rocketry anagrams into "Rocket Boys", 
the name of the book on which the movie is based. 

answer: October Sky 

B. The title of this terrible Pauly Shore vehicle set in Southern California anagrams, appropriately, into 
''Non-Cinema'' . 

answer: Encino Man 

C. As a GAMES Magazine contest-winner discovered, the name of this awful 1970s disaster flick, 
whose all-star cast was headed by Paul Newman, anagrams into ''Not Worth Fire Engine". 

answer: The Towering Inferno 

2. 30-20-10. Name the book. 

A. Characters include Salvatore, who speaks in a mishmash of languages, and Jorge, the blind villain. 
Much of the action centers around the search by the main characters for a certain object. 

B. The object in question is a lost copy of Aristotle's Poetics. During the search, the young narrator 
muses often about the nature of signs--not surprising, since the author is a professor of semiotics. 

C. This "medieval murder mystery" is by Umberto Eco. 

answer: The Name ofthe Rose 

3. Sometimes the best way to deal with a menace is to make fun of it. Give the names of these works 
lampooning Hitler for 10 points each: 

A. This Mel Brooks movie contains the uproarious musical "Springtime for Hitler". 

answer: The Producers 

B. In this 1940 movie, Charlie Chaplin parodies Hitler in his role of Adenoid Hynkel, undisputed ruler of 
Tomania 

answer: The Great Dictator 

C. This 1941 play by Bertolt Brecht follows the Hitler-like title character as he goes from a common 
thug into a gangster with undisputed control of the Chicago Cauliflower Trust. 
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answer: The Resistable Rise of Arturo Vi 

4. 30-20-10. Name the mathematician. 

A. Born in 1823, he made contributions to the theory of algebraic equations, algebraic numbers, and 
elliptic functions. He disliked nonconstructive mathematics, and hindered the publication of Cantor's work 
on transfinite numbers. 

B. He is famous for his quote "God created the integers; all else is the work of man"; indeed, he believed 
that transcendental numbers did not actually exist. The tensor product of linear maps is sometimes given 
his name. 

C. The "delta" function on two variables--which is equal to one if the variables agree, and zero if they 
don't--bears his name. 

answer: Leopold Kronecker 

5. A portmanteau word is a word constructed by combining two or more others, as in the Jabberwocky 
word "slithy", from "slimy" and "lithe". IdentifY these geographical portmanteau words for 10 points each: 

A. This densely-populated region in Europe consists of the three "Low Countries", which wield 
economic might disproportionate to their size. 

answer: Benelux (do not accept Belgium, Netherlands, Luxembourg) 

B. This poor region on the east coast of the US includes parts of three states; most of the nation's 
chicken farms are located here. 

answer: Delmarva (do not accept Delaware, Maryland, Virginia) 

C. This is the most prominent pathway across the Everglades, named for the two cities at its endpoints; 
major reconstruction work is planned for it soon. 

answer: Tamiami trail (do not accept Tampa, Miami) 

6. Identify the follwing scholastic philosophers for 10 points each: 

A. This 6th century philosopher argued in The Consolation of Philosophy that faith should be joined 
with reason. 

answer: Boethius 

B. This teacher of Thomas Aquinas translated the works of Aristotle and expanded the notion of reason 
to require the capacity to grasp the reality that man encounters. 

answer: Albertus MagnUS 
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C. This early 14th century realist argued that will is superior to intellect and love to knowledge in such 
works as Quaestiones Quodliberales and Tractatus de Primo Principia. 

answer: John Duns Scotus 

7. Identify the following works of the Stunn und Drang movement for 10 points each: 

A. In this 1774 epistolary novel by Goethe based partly on his own affair with Charlotte Buff, the title 
character's intelligence is so undermined by fantasies, speculations, and hopeless love that he eventually 
shoots himself 

answer: The Sorrows o(Young Werther (Die Lieden des Jungen Werthers) 

B. This is Friedrich Schiller's first play, in which the villainous Franz Moor turns his father against Franz's 
older brother Karl who, after being disowned by his father, leads a band of outlaws. 

answer: The Robbers (Die Rauber) 

C. This 1787 Schiller play is about a prince in love with his stepmother. 

answer: Don Carlos, Prince of Spain (Don Carlos, Infant von Spainen) 

8. Name the place whose name fills in these quotes, 30-20-10: 

A. "[Blank]'s addition to our confederacy is exactly what is wanting to round out our power as a nation 
to the point ofits utmost interest." -Thomas Jefferson, 1823. 

B. "The Union can never enjoy repose, nor possess reliable security, as long as [Blank] is not embraced 
within its boundaries." - Ostend Manifesto, 1854. 

C. "That the United States hereby disclaims any disposition or intention to exercise sovereignty, 
jurisdiction, or control over [Blank] except for the pacification thereof." - Teller Amendment, 1898 

answer: Cuba 

9. For 10 points each--answer the following about lava: 

A. Identify the rock which most commonly forms lava flows, and is the chief component of oceanic crust. 

answer: Basalt 

B. Name the kind oflava flow characterized by smooth, undulating surfaces which often resemble 
twisted rope. 

answer: Pahoehoe (Pa-HOY-ay-HOY-ay or Pa-HOY-hoy) 

C. Name the kind oflava flow which, though often identical to pahoehoe in chemical composition, is 
much rougher and is covered with loose irregular fragments. 
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answer: Aa (AH-ah) 

10. Answer the following about the Counter-Refonnation for 10 points each: 

A. IdentifY the ecumenical council held from 1545-63 which instituted much of the refonn. 

answer: Council of Trent 

B. Name the pope elected in 1566 who put into effect many of the decrees of the Council of Trent, 
strengthened the Inquisition, and eliminated Protestantism from Italy. 

answer: Pius V or Antonio Ghisleri 

C. Name the monastic order founded in 1525 by Matteo di Bascio which played almost as important a 
role as the Jesuits in the late Counter-Refonnation and which is named for the pointed hoods that its friars 
wear in imitation ofSt. Francis. 

answer: Order of Friars Minor Capuchin 

11. IdentifY the following works of Richard Wagner for 10 points each: 

A. This work, composed from 1857-59, was inspired by the philosophy ofSchopenhauer, Wagner's 
own hopeless love for Mathilde Wesendonk, and a medieval epic of the same name by Gottfried von 
Strassburg. 

answer: Tristan und Iseult (Tristan and Isolde) 

B. This innovative but poorly received 1842 opera is about a ship's captain condemned to sail forever. 

answer: The Flying Dutchman (Der Fliegende Hollander) 

C. This opera is the third part of the Ring cycle. 

answer: Siegfried (or The Young Siegfried or Der Junge Siegfried) 

12. IdentifY the following works of John Dryden, for 10 points each: 

A. His poem celebrating two British naval victories over the Dutch and the survival of the London after 
the Great Fire of 1666. 

answer: Annus Mirabilis 

B. His 1681 poem which used an Old Testament story to satirize the attempt of the Earl ofShaftesbury 
to try to make the Duke of Monmouth the heir to the throne. 

answer: Absalom and Achitophel 
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C. His 1677 tragedy based on Shakespeare's Antony and Cleopatra. 

answer: All [or Love 

13. In the early 19th century, it was discovered that any periodic continuous fimction may be represented as 
an infinite linear combination of sines and cosines. For 10 points each: 

A. Give the term for such a trigonometric series. 

answer: Fourier series 

B. The fIrst rigorous proof that a Fourier series converges to the fimction it represents was produced in 
1837 not by Fourier but by a German mathematician, who also proposed the modem defInition ofa 
fimction and who succeeded Gauss at the University of Gottingen. Name that mathematician. 

answer: Peter Gustav Lejeune Dirichlet 

C. The set of trigonometric fimctions used in Fourier series has the property that the integral of the 
product of any two distinct fimctions from the set is zero. Give the general term for such a set of functions. 

answer: Orthogonal 

14. Given the Christo work and the years of its display, name the American state in which it could be found, 
for 10 points each: 

A. Surrounded Islands, 1980-1983. 

answer: Florida 

B. Running Fence, 1972-1976. 

answer: California 

C. Valley Curtain, 1970-1972. 

answer: Colorado 

15. Name the book of the Bible from quotes, 30-20-10-5. All quotes come from the New International 
Version. 

A. "Cast your bread upon the water, for after many days you will fInd it again. Give portions to seven, 
yes to eight, for you do not know what disaster may come upon the land." 

B. "Meaningless! Meaningless!", says the teacher. "Utterly meaningless! Everything is meaningless!" 

C. There is a time for everything, and a season for every activity under heaven. 

D. A time to love and a time to hate, a time for war and a time for peace. 
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answer: Ecclesiastes 

16. Given an artist from the Austin Powers: The Spy who Shagged Me soundtrack, give the title of their 
song on the soundtrack, for 5 points each and a bonus 5 for all correct: 

A. Lenny Kravitz 

answer: American Woman 

B. Burt Bacharach and Elvis Costello 

answer: I'll Never Fall in Love Again 

C. Madonna 

answer: Beautiful Stranger 

D.R.E.M. 

answer: Draggin' the Line 

E. Dr. Evil 

answer: Just the Two of Us 

17. Identify the Keats poem from its opening lines for 10 points each: 

A. Much have I travell'd in the realms of gold/And many goodly states and kingdoms seen. 

answer: "On First Looking into Chapman's Homer" 

B. My heart aches, and a drowsy numbness painslMy sense, as though of hemlock I had drunk. 

answer: "Ode to a Nightingale" 

C. Thou still unravish'd bride of quietnessfIbou foster-child of silence and slow time. 

answer: "Ode on a Grecian Urn" 

18. For 10 points each--given a description, name the 19th Century French painting: 

A. It's raining and just about everyone has an umbrella. In the foreground, to the left, there's a middle 
class couple, and a lamp post right down the middle of the painting divides this 1877 Gustave Caillebotte 
composition into two halves. 

answer: Paris Street; Rainy Day 
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B. Three peasant women are in a recently plowed grainfield. Two are completely stooped each with one 
hand at the ground. The third has only bent down partially in what is, perhaps, Jean-Francois Millet's 
most famous work. 

answer: The Gleaners or Les Glaneuses 

c. Against a brilliantly lit sky can be seen many suffering Greeks. Behind them and to the left, is a 
haughty looking Turkish soldier mounted on a horse in this 1824 work by Eugene Delacroix. 

answer: Massacre at Cheos 

19. Geography connections. For the stated number of points--link the names of two places which share a 
common syllable. For example, if! were to ask for the capital of Egypt and the name of the country 
whose capital is Bucharest, you would say "CaiRomania". 

A. (5) The capital of the Netherlands and the oldest continually inhabited city in the world. 

answer: AmsterDamascus 

B. (10) The smallest of the great lakes and the name given to the estuary formed by the Parana and 
Uruguay located between Uruguay and Argentina. 

answer: OntaRio de la Plata 

C. (15) The last French territory in North America, fifteen miles off the coast of Newfoundland, and a 
city in southeastern Ontario lying at the forks of the Thames River whose site was originally supposed to 
serve as the capital of Upper Canada. 

answer: St. Pierre and MiqueLondon 

20. Answer these questions about ancient agricultural history and myth for the stated number of points: 

A. (5) This early method of clearing brush and trees in order to create fields made use of fire, and the 
ash from the fire was used as fertilizer. 

answer: slash-and-bum cultivation 

B. (15) The development of two crops and one type oflivestock were central to the development of the 
earliest commodity-oriented space in Greece. For 5 points each, identify these two crops--both requiring 
extensive cultivation--and this animal which was well-suited to life along the Greek hillsides. 

answer: ~vine, olive tree, sheep 

c. (10) This mythical Chinese emperor with the head of a bull and the body of a man reputedly 
established agricultural society in China. He is credited with inventing the cart and plow, taming the ox, 
yoking the horse, and teaching his people to clear fields with fire. 

answer: Shen Nong or Yen Ti 
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21. F our Major League Baseball postseason series have been ended by home runs. For 5 points for one, 10 
points for two, 20 points for three, or 30 points for all four, name the four men who hit them. 

answer: Bill Mazeroski, Chris Chambliss, Joe Carter, Todd Pratt 
(Note: Bobby Thomson's famous home run does not count, as that pennant-deciding game was 
technically part of the regular season.) 

22. Identify the bodies of water into which the following rivers flow, for 10 points each: 

A.Oder 

answer: Baltic Sea (accept Pomeranian Bay) 

B. Irrawady 

answer: Andaman Sea (prompt on "Indian Ocean") 

C. Platte 

answer: Missouri River 

D. Loire 

answer: Bay of Biscay (prompt on "Atlantic Ocean") 

E.Zambezi 

answer: Mozambique Channel (prompt on "Indian Ocean") 

F. SyrDarya 

answer: Ara1 Sea 
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